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IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Next Club Meeting: will be on July 14th at 8pm.
Reminder:. Membership renewals are due on July 1st 2022. New Application for Membership form can
be found on the JOIN US page of our website. No need to log in. Copy and paste link below.
https://www.werribeebushwalking.com/join-us.html

40th Anniversary
The Werribee bushwalking club is turning 40.To celebrate the occasion we are planning
A BBQ/Picnic with walks - past, present and future members are welcome to attend
When: Sun 14th of August
Where: Serendip Bird Sanctuary
100 Windermere Rd, Lara
Time: 10am onwards
This event is BYO food, drink, chairs, plates, cups and utensils, a thermos if you have one
Guests please reply to: enquiries@werribeebushwalking.com

REGULAR ANNOUNCEMENTS
REMINDER TO ALL WALKERS (members or guests): Please inform the leader no later than 12pm
the day before if you are coming on a walk.
If for some reason you can’t make it, please notify them ASAP so it doesn’t hold up the group’s
departure.
Would you like to lead a walk? We have leaders who would be happy to help you conduct a preview,
write up the preview and even help co-lead your walk. We also have instructions, recommendations and
pro-formas to get you started.
Contact the committee if you would like to have a go at leading an event.

Oct 1st - 2nd 2022 Federation Walks
FedWalks 2022 will be held in the Warby Ranges and the Wangaratta Region, based in Wangaratta.
The organising committee hopes to have bookings ready to open July 31 st.
In the past we have participated in this event as a group. More details as they come to hand.

Cut-off date for the August newsletter is 25th of July
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2022 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
A reminder to everyone: a leader has the authority to refuse anyone from participating in an event
if they consider the event is above the fitness level of the participant or if a booking has not been
made.
If the person being refused permission is unhappy with the decision they can bring it up with the
club president or committee.
Please ensure you book with the leader no later than noon the day before the event (unless
otherwise specified by the leader)
All walks depart from the carpark opposite Hungry Jacks, unless otherwise advised.
Please check the individual events for departure time.
Guests: Please bring correct money (cash only) when attending an event
For the latest Covid regulations please visit
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/
=============================================================
Sunday 3rd July 2022 – Creswick Forest, St. Georges Lake & Cosgrove Reservoir
Grade: 3
Distance: 11kms
Leaders:
Lucy, Lucy & James
Meet: 8.45am for 9.00am departure from the carpark opposite Hungry Jacks Werribee.
The drive from Werribee is about an hour and 20 minutes
to St.Georges Lake picnic area where there is car parking,
toilets and a nice sized lawn with good views of the lake.
It's important to wear proper walking shoes as the walking
tracks and unsealed roads can be very slippery or muddy in
winter. Bring walking sticks, raincoat, hat, lunch, and
enough water.
The walk will start at 10:30am along the lake on the Wallaby
Track, part of Goldfields Track, before heading towards
Koala Park (Creswick Regional Park) where there are a few
steps down. In the Koala Park we might be lucky and spot a koala.
From there we stay on Wallaby track. Both sides of the track are forested and there is a small ford to cross
via a wooden bridge. Walking in the forest is pleasant but we will need to be careful on the wet and muddy
path.
Before the intersection that crosses Jackass Rd we could have a break. We may come across prospectors
exploring for gold nearby. After we cross Jackass Rd we head towards Eaton's Dam which was built by
miners. After being breached by the 1933 floods, it now hold only a little bit water. Once we reach the
beautiful Cosgrove Reservoir we will stop for lunch.
After lunch, we will walk around Cosgrove reservoir. There is a small creek which we will need to cross,
but don't worry, the creek is pretty much dry. We'll only need to jump down into the riverbed then climb up
the other side. It will take about one hour to walk around the reservoir. After completing
this part of the walk, which is the most challenging part, we will walk along Creswick
Creek; back to Jackass Rd; jump onto St. Georges Lake Rd, (this road is unsealed);
walk along Creswick Rd all the way back to St. Georges Lake which we should reach
by about 3pm.
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Sunday 10th July 2022 – Little River Walk, North Brisbane Ranges
Grade: 3
Distance: 12kms
Leader:
Rob - before 12 pm Saturday 9th
Meet: 8.15am for 8.30am departure from the carpark opposite Hungry Jacks Werribee.
Instructions for the roughly 50 minute drive to
the Boar Gully campground will be given on the
day. There are toilets at Boar Gully Camping
Ground. Bring plenty of water, snacks, lunch,
rain gear and suitable footwear. Track may be
muddy.
Starting from the Boar Gully Camping Ground
the track passes through regrowth forest with a
lot of grass trees plus a few hills before reaching
Little River. The River is a bit of a distance away
and requires a bit of imagination.
Depending on the weather we may divert up
Kangaroo Track and visit the old quarry and
return to the start via Thompsons Track.
=============================================================
Sunday 17th July 2022 – Steiglitz
Grade: 3/4 Distance: 8.5kms
Leader:
Kevin & Karen
Meet: 8.15am for 8.30am departure from the carpark opposite Hungry Jacks Werribee.
We will carpool from Werribee or arrangements can be made with
individuals who wish to meet at the Steiglitz courthouse car park.
Co-ordinates: -37.877019, 144.178355.
This walk starts and ends at the car park with the track varying from
open and easy, to rocky and narrow with some rock scrambling and
creek crossings consisting of stepping stones. Bring lunch, snacks
and raincoat. Walking poles maybe useful. Wear sturdy footwear.
From the carpark we follow a track down to an old road which brings
us to the first creek crossing. From here the track becomes narrow
and rough with more rock hopping at creek crossings. There are
some steep ascents and descents before the track becomes less
steep, climbing gently to a road crossing.
Following this section there is a gentle descent to a picnic area, (a
good spot for morning tea). From here there is a gentle climb to the
Pines car park.
A short distance later we find a pleasant spot for lunch surrounded by grass trees. The rest of the walk is
along a gentle track back to Steiglitz.
=============================================================
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Sunday 24th July 2022 – Skeleton Creek, Grasslands to Wetlands
Grade: 2
Distance: 7.7kms
Leader:
Elise
Meet: 8.30am for 8.45am departure from the carpark opposite Hungry Jacks Werribee.
This loop walk starts and finishes at the Bruce Comben Reserve, Altona Meadows, a 15 minute drive
from Werribee. GPS: -37.8735, 144.7666. There is parking available near the tennis courts but I'm not
sure if there are toilets. This is quite an open walk and you will require protection from sun and wind
depending on the weather.
The first half of the walk is on a sealed concrete path with the return section of the loop in Sanctuary
Lakes along a compacted gravel path.
The walk follows Skeleton Creek south (along the east bank) as it flows through to the Cheetham
Wetlands, a significant site for migratory shorebirds, and out to Port Phillip Bay. The Creek feeds into
the wetland ponds and lagoons, both man-made and naturally occurring.
The small footbridge linking Altona Meadows and Sanctuary Lakes gives walkers a great vantage point
to birdwatch. Cormorants, herons, spoonbills, and egrets may be seen from the bridge.
From there the trail leads us back to the start along the west bank of Skeleton Creek. If we find a nice
spot for morning tea will stop along the way.
=============================================================
Sunday 31st July 2022 – No event currently scheduled
=============================================================
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PAST EVENTS
Sunday 5th June 2022 – Rippleside to Eastern Beach
Leader:
Irene
Thank you to all 18 participants who braved the early start and
cold to join me on this fresh and windy morning. It was
inspirational to see such enthusiasm on the day.
This walk started at Rippleside Park strolling along the
footpath adjacent to the road to take in the sights of the
residential houses and the Geelong bay as far as the eye can
see before descending the pathway to join the Geelong
foreshore.
A leisurely pace was set along the boardwalk before we stopped for morning tea to warm us up with hot
cups of char (tea), chocolate or coffee. Some participants sat outside while others sat inside for breakfast.
An adventurous red wattlebird perched itself in the potted trees near the tables and the photographers in
the group had their cameras out snapping away.
After drinks and food were consumed we headed towards the Eastern Beach swimming pool and walked
along the Promenade that encloses the pool before stopping at the fountain for a group photo. Some
participants bought their lunch as the market was a no show today. (Something to remember for future
walks).
We headed back the same way keeping to the lower level, (Bob McGovern Path) all the way back to
Rippleside Park for lunch. Once again I hope you all enjoyed this walk and managed to spend your
afternoon doing other activities. Thank you for your participation, it was greatly appreciated.
Irene.
=============================================================
Sunday 12th June 2022 – Chasing Waterfalls 2 - Cumberland Falls
Leaders:
Dylan & Sumi
We arrived at the Sheoak Picnic Area at 9:20am after leaving Werribee
at 7:45am. The weather at Lorne was cloudy and rainy but cleared up a
bit later into the hike. All up there were 15 members and one guest.
Garvey Track, from the picnic area, was a gradually ascending walk to an
unnamed trail that went down into the valley of the Cumberland River.
The rain had made the track very slippery and there was no shortage of
mud until the bottom.
About halfway down the valley a large manna gum tree that had fallen
over the track. When we reached the Cumberland River we walked for a
brief time until coming to a single river crossing. The river was a bit higher
than what was expected and the rain made crossing to the southern side
via stepping stones fairly difficult. Some people walked to the Cumberland
falls while most waited at the crossing and had lunch.
Cumberland falls by Ranjan

By the time we made ascended the valley light rain had started and it was
even muddier than when we went down. The original plan was to take the Sheoak Track down to the picnic
area but knowing, from experience, that the track was gravelly and very steep, we took the Garvey Track
again.
When we arrived back at the Sheoak Picnic Area, it was about 2:00pm so we decided to stop at the Great
Ocean Road Chocolaterie for a quick snack before driving back to Melbourne.
Dylan
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Sunday 19th June 2022 – Woodlands Historic Park
Leader:
Elise
Twenty two members and 1 guest made it to
the starting line, after 3 pulled out due to
illness. Our 24th walker joined us at the park.
As luck would have it I overestimated how long
it would take to get to the Woodlands Historic
Park so despite leaving Werribee almost 20
minutes behind schedule we arrived just after
10am as planned.
The website stated that the gates did not open
until 10am. It lied! According to the gate the
park opened at 9am. I don’t think anyone minded the late start.

View from Gellibrand Hill by Elise

The route I had mapped out didn’t quite go to plan (no surprise there) and we ended up doing 12.4km. We
did manage see all the things I had set out to see though. There were a few admonitions that the length
of the walk was “not as advertised”, but everyone survived, including me.
After entering the back paddock, a protected area for the Eastern Barred Bandicoot, we first visited the
Cumberland Homestead ruins with its views of the airport then took the long way around to reach
Gellibrand Hill.
Along the track leading to the hill we had a short break and then had lunch when we reached the top. Up
until then a slight breeze kept the temperature down while the sun warmed us up but the wind soon
increased, the temperature dropped and it was time to get moving again.
After lunch we walked back down Gellibrand Hill, via the DunDonald Homestead ruins where we took the
group photo, and then stopped at the Weeroona Cemetery. We wandered around looking at the welltended grave sites both old and as recent as 2020. A few kangaroos could be seen lazing in the distance.
Very peaceful place but I couldn't help feeling I was intruding.
We made it back to the cars around 3pm and headed home. One fall was recorded but fortunately nothing
serious. Thanks for the company and being good sports about the extra few k's.
Elise
=============================================================
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